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Comment No. 1    Issue Code: 16
Comment noted.  There are no plans or proposals in the Y-12 SWEIS
to build new nuclear weapons or to increase the number in the Nation’s
nuclear weapons arsenal.  In accordance with Section 91 of the Atomic
Energy Act, DOE carries out its mission (i.e., atomic weapons
activities) consistent with the consent of and direction from the
President and Congress.  This consent and direction are contained in
the Nuclear Weapons Stockpile Memorandum, which is updated
annually.  The issue of whether DOE should produce nuclear weapons
is beyond the scope of the Y-12 SWEIS.

Comment No. 2    Issue Code: 25
The purpose of the NEPA process is to ensure that accurate
environmental studies are performed; that they are done with public
involvement; and that public officials make decisions based on an
understanding of the environmental consequences.  The proposed
action and alternatives presented in the Y-12 SWEIS would not be
more dangerous, but rather improve the safety and cost effectiveness
of Y-12 operations.  DOE has made every effort to ensure that the
preparation of the Y-12 SWEIS involved the public and interested
stakeholders.  DOE has encouraged public participation in the process,
beginning with the initial scoping meetings and continued it with
incorporation of public comments in the Final Y-12 SWEIS.
Furthermore, DOE has consulted with a number of other Federal and
state agencies during preparation of the Y-12 SWEIS.  In addition, the
SWEIS has been reviewed by other state and Federal agencies.  The
NEPA process is established through CEQ regulations (40 CFR Parts
1500-1508).  DOE has developed its own implementing regulations for
NEPA (10 CFR Part 1021).  This SWEIS was prepared in accordance
with both sets of regulations, as well as NEPA (42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq.).

Comment No. 3                       Issue Code: 15
Existing Y-12 facilities are safe and comply with appropriate safety
and environmental requirements.  The proposed HEU Materials
Facility and Special Materials Complex would provide more protection
from natural phenomena events and accidental releases as well as
reduce worker and public exposure to potential health impacts from
normal operation. 
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Comment No. 3 (cont.)     Issue Code 15
(See also response to Comment No. 26 concerning fire and safety
issues on page 217).

Comment No. 4                                    Issue Code: 16
Over the past several years, DOE has had a very aggressive facility
upgrade and clean-up program and has worked with EPA, the states,
stakeholders, and the general public to clean up its facilities to
acceptable levels.  To date, DOE has completed numerous clean-up
activities and is aggressively working toward the cleanup of its
remaining environmental problems.  Actions taken to continue Y-12
weapons support missions, and construction and operation of new
facilities for the HEU Materials and Special Materials missions at Y-12
would not be inconsistent with nor impact these ongoing clean-up
activities.
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